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The new law is a welcome step forward in releasing pavements back to pedestrians.  
For two long, motorists have colonised the pavements as a car park. 
 
I have a concern that councils are being given the right to grant exemptions to the 
new law.  My view is that the scope of these exemptions should be limited to a "last 
resort" basis before people are allowed to park on the pavement.  There is a risk 
here that if exemptions are easy to grant, councils will apply them for the weakest of 
reasons thus defeating the aim of the bill.   
 
The bill should give councils and the police clear guidance that parking on the 
pavement or in front of dropped kerbs is unlawful and make available to them 
powers to enforce it.  I would also hope that the bill could be implemented as soon 
as possible. 


